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On May 24, 1960, David Ben-Gurion,
prime minister and founder of Israel, stood
before the Knesset and made a startling
announcement: I have to inform the
Knesset that, some time ago, Israeli
security forces found one of the greatest
Nazi criminals, Adolf Eichmann, who,
together with other Nazi leaders, is
responsible for what they termed the
Endlosung [Final Solution] of the Jewish
question, in other words, the extermination
of six million European Jews. Adolf
Eichmann is already in this country under
arrest and will shortly be brought to
trial.Operation Eichmann, as the pursuit,
capture, and trial of the notorious Nazi
official was known, stunned the world. Its
success was due largely to the unceasing
efforts of one man, Zvi Aharoni, an
experienced Mossad operative who was a
skilled investigator and interrogator. He
tracked Eichmann to Argentina, secured
photographs that established his identity,
and was a key player in the plot to kidnap
the exiled war criminal and bring him to
trial. Above all, as the sole person to
interrogate the architect of the Final
Solution after his capture, and the man who
convinced Eichmann to admit his identity
and face trial in Israel, Zvi Aharoni is the
only one who knows firsthand what
Eichmann actually saida controversial
subject often misrepresented in previous
accounts.Now, for the first time in
Aharonis own words, comes the
extraordinary true story behind one of
historys most famous manhunts. Daring,
dramatic, filled with episodes of
breathtaking suspense and intrigue,
Operation Eichmann is also a powerful
chronicle of conscience and of the
never-ending search for justice.All the
intricate planning and preparation, the
relentless pursuit of evidence, the constant
need to justify time and expense are related
with exacting detail. As events unfold,
various political, personal, and
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philosophical issues come into play,
focusing not only on a top secret mission,
but on the priorities of individualsas well
as nationsduring the Cold War era. The
startling complicity of those who gave
refuge to and provided safe passage for
fleeing Nazi leaders reveals an expansive
network of global proportions, while the
seeming indifference of others is equally
chilling. Adding to the tension is the
emotional toll imposed on the participants,
for whom the operation became a constant
exploration of the theme of justice vs.
revenge.A probing, deeply personal
account of a real-life undertaking to rival
the most breathless cloak-and-dagger
fiction, Operation Eichmann is a powerful,
compelling reading experience.Operation
Eichmann has been covered by a wide
range of literature. However, in all the
books written so far there have been certain
constraints which have meant that the
writers were not able to present a full and
correct picture of what actually happened.
There is no doubt that this book represents
an objective and authentic addition to the
tale of heroism that led to the capture of
Eichmann and his standing trial in Israel.
Without Zvi Aharoni and his friends, we
would never have achieved what we did.
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