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1864 edition. Excerpt: ...kinge and the most
multitude were wicked) ther was yet som
membres of Goddes electe Church, which
wer brought to such extreme famin, that 1
Sworn. THE PBAEE IS GREATEST
WHAN DELI 1 The more nyghe, in MS.
M. Veeauncb is Most Nyqh.--(Marg. note.)
the more neir. In our present version,
Elisha. not only thinges of smal price were
sold beyond al measure, but also women,
agaynst nature, were compelled to eat their
owne children. In this same citie Eliseus
the prophete most commonly was
conversant and dwelt, by whose counsel
and commaundement, nodoute, the citie
was kepte; for it appeareth the kinge, to
laye that to hys charge, when he hearing
the piteous complaint of the woman (who
for honger had eaten her owne sonne), rent
his clothes, with a solemne othe and vowe
that the head of Eliseus1 should not stand
upon his body that daye. Yf Eliseus had not
ben of counsel that the cytie should have
bene kept, why should the kynge more
have fumed against him then against other?
But whether he was the author of the
defendinge the citie, or not, al is one to my
purpose, for before the delyveraunce was
the Churche in suche extremitie, that the
chiefe pastore of that tyme was sought to
be killed by suche as shoulde have
defended hym. The lyke is redde of
Ezechias, who defending his citie
Jerusalem, and resisting proude
Sennacherib, (no doute obeying the counsel
of Esaias,) at length was so oppressed with
sorowe and shame by the blasphemouse
wordes of Rabsakes,3 that he had no other
refuge but in the temple of the Lorde (as a
man desperate and wythout comforte) to
open the disdaynfull letters sent unto hym
by that hautye and proude tyraunte. By
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these and many histories mo, it is moste
evident that the more nigh salvation and
deliveraunce...
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