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FRIENDS FOREVER: Five children meet
on the first day of kindergarten. In the
years that follow, they become friends and
more than friends. Together, they will find
strength, meet challenges, face lifes
adventures, endure loss, face stark realities,
and open their hearts. In this moving novel,
three boys and two girls discover the vital
bonds that will last a lifetime.Gabby, Billy,
Izzie, Andy, and Sean?each bursting with
their own personality, strikingly different
looks and talents. Each drawn by the
magical spark of connection that happens
to the young. At the exclusive Atwood
School, on a bright September day, starting
in kindergarten they become an inseparable
group known to outsiders as the Big Five.
In this rarefied world, five families grow
closer, and five children bloom beside one
another, unaware of the storms gathering
around them. As they turn from
grade-schoolers to teenagers, seemingly
perfect lives are buffeted by unraveling
families, unfortunate missteps, and losses
and victories great and small. And, one by
one, they turn back to the Big Five to
regain their footing and their steady course.
But as they emerge from Atwood and enter
the college years, the way forward is
neither safe nor clear. As their lives
separate and diverge, the challenges and
risks become greater, the losses sharper,
and the right paths harder to choose, in a
journey of friendship, survival, and
love.THE SINS OF THE MOTHER: Every
woman makes choices. And no one has
made more difficult choices than Olivia
Grayson. The enormously successful
businesswoman missed out on much of her
childrens lives while she built her
legendary home-furnishings empire. In
Danielle Steels character-rich novel, Olivia
faces the past, tries to balance the present
and make amends where due, while still
running her vastly successful business.As a
way of making up to them for time lost,
Olivia spends months each year planning a
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holiday that everyone in her family will
enjoy. This summer she has arranged a
dream trip in the Mediterranean on a
luxurious yacht, which she hopes will be
the most memorable vacation of all. Her
lavish gesture every year expresses her
love for them, and regret at all the
important times she missed during her
childrens younger years. Her younger
daughter, Cassie, a hip London music
producer, refuses the invitation altogether,
as she does every year. Her older daughter,
Liz, lives in her mothers shadow, with a
terror of failure as she tries to recapture her
dream of being a writer. And her sons,
John and Phillip, work for Olivia, for better
or worse, with wives who wish they didnt.
In the splendor of the Riviera, this should
be a summer to remember, with Olivias
children, grandchildren, and
daughters-in-law on board. But as with any
family gathering, there are always
surprises, and no matter how glamorous the
setting, things dont always turn out as one
hopes. Family dynamics are complicated,
old disappointments die hard, and as
forgiveness and surprising revelations enter
into it, new bonds are formed, and the
future takes on a brighter hue. And one by
one, with lifes irony, Olivias children find
themselves committing the same sins for
which they blamed their mother for so
many years. It is a summer of compassion,
important lessons, and truth. The Sins of
the Mother captures the many sides of
family love: complex, challenging, funny,
passionate, and hopefully enduring. Along
the way, we are enthralled by an
unforgettable heroine, a mother strong
enough to take more than her fair share of
the blame, wise enough to respect her
children for who they really are, and
forgiving enough to love them
unconditionally.
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